COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY MAY 12th 2015 AT 8pm (after the AGM)
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

 G Bates
Chairman

 E.H. Lewis    

                                     W. Bellin

                                     Mrs J. Horton

                                     B. Kennard

                                     Mrs H Maclehose

           Clerk:                 Joanna Howell

Two members of the public were present

          Apologies:          Cllr Roach

                                     County Cllr R Thomas




  PCSO Griffiths

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· See Item 9 on Planning Matters
3. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
-
PCSO Griffiths could not be present and had given the Clerk notification that she would be leaving her post in June.
-  
She had informed the Clerk that there had been one incident reported since the last meeting and that had been violence against a person, she could not provide any more details. 
4. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
· Cllr Thomas had sent his apologies and there were no County Council matters he wished to report

5. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING
· One of the members of the public present, reported a number of changes to be made to the website, the Clerk agreed to make required changes 
6. Discussion of road name for development r/o St David’s Church in Wales Primary School – letter from VoG previously circulated 
· The Chair referred the Council to the letter from the VoG re road names for the new development, the Council felt this decision was a little premature and also that the suggested names would be very confusing as had similarity with existing street names. 
· The Chair believed that the best way to deal with this was to suggest to the Vale that we ask the children of the school to come up with some suggestions or even open up to the wider community via the newsletter 

· Cllr Bellin suggested that the Council could look into the old fields tithe names or use some of the old family names from the Churchyard.  The Council felt that the use of old field tithe names would be a good idea and asked Cllr Bellin to go ahead and do some research. 

· ACTIONS – Clerk to respond to VoG, Cllr Bellin to research old tithe names and bring suggestions to the next meeting.
7. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
· The minutes of the meeting, which took place on Tuesday 14th April 2015 had been previously circulated by the Clerk and were accepted unanimously as a true and accurate record. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis and seconded by Councillor Kennard that they be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
8. MATTERS ARISING

Defibrillator (5.1)

· The new defibrillator has now been installed on the outside of the Sycamore Tree Inn. 
· ACTIONS – Clerk to confirm that letter of thanks had been sent to Welsh Hearts, Cllr Horton to contact Ms Caroline Allen re training. 
Footpath (5.4)

· Cllr Lewis explained he had talked to the Vale’s Public Rights of Way officer and that he had started to interview people who had used the footpath over the last 20 years and was hoping to put forward his proposal to the Autumn Committee.  There was a short discussion regarding this. 

· Action – Cllr Lewis to speak again to the officer, check who he has seen and put forward additional names as needed. 
Casual Vacancy (5.8)
·  Cllrs Kennard and Lewis had interviewed Mr Tom Cook who had been suggested as a potential candidate for the vacancy.  Mr Cook was present as a member of the public, at the request of Cllr Lewis.
· Cllr Lewis reported that he had been very impressed by Mr Cook, his approach and his interest in the village.  Mr Cook had an engineering background which Cllr Lewis felt would also be very useful to the Council at times.  He therefore strongly recommended Mr Cook as a candidate which view was fully endorsed by Councillor Kennard.

· Cllr Horton did raise the point that if Mr Cook was to become a Councillor, four Councillors would then live very close together and there may be an issue if they were not allowed to vote on nearby planning applications.  The Council felt that they could deal with this if it occurred. 
· It was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Kennard that Mr Cook be co-opted onto the Council.  This was unanimously agreed by all.  

· It was RESOLVED that Mr Tom Cook be co-opted onto the Council from the June meeting once he had completed all the necessary paperwork.

· ACTION – Clerk to provide Mr Cook with all the necessary paperwork and update the website for his co-opting, as well as look into training courses for him.
9. PLANNING MATTERS:
Land at the rear of St David’s School: 
· All Councillors present at the meeting (EXCEPT COUNCILLORS BELLIN AND KENNARD) have dispensations to both speak and vote on this matter – see Minute 3 
· The Chairman advised that he would destroy all the forms that had come with the donations from the villagers to date.  The Council agreed that it was astonishing how generous the response had been. 

· The Chairman confirmed that a letter had gone to each household advising them of the failure of the judicial review with a return of the monies received.
· The Chairman explained that he had £505 donated against legal fees and transferred these to the Clerk, he had written thank you letters to all those that had donated. 

· ACTION – Clerk to bank and record funds as a special reserve

· The Chairman explained that he had heard that the Ombudsman had not supported a number of requests for an investigation and there has been a request under the freedom of information act about who provided him with his legal advice.  No response had yet been received. There had also not yet been a response from the Auditor General of Wales to investigate. 
· Finally the Chairman was due £50 for the Council’s application for a limitation of costs order.  It was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Maclehose that the Chairman be recompensated the £50. 

· ACTION – Clerk to raise cheque for next meeting

    Other Applications:  

There were no new planning applications. 
10. WORLD WAR ONE COMMEMORATIONS

· The Chairman has contacted the stonemason about the work needed to finish off the site as discussed last month and is awaiting a response and an estimate of the costs.  He explained that £500 had already been received to pay for this.
· ACTION – Clerk to account for £500 (already banked) as a special reserve and to check thank you letter had been sent to Trust that donated the money.

· Councillor Bates reminded the meeting that the work done by Councillor Bellin needs to be framed and displayed. The Chairman had asked the Village Hall Committee if it can go in the Committee Room on permanent display and this was agreed. 
· ACTION – Cllr Bellin to get a quote for the framing

· Cllr Maclehose had looked into the potential WW1 Memorial Grants available from the information forwarded by the Clerk; she believed there may be grants that this Council could apply for.

· ACTION – Clerk to look into the grants further and report to Cllr Bates. 
11. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence up to May  11th 2015:
06/05/2015
Email from OVW re Community asset transfer

06/05/2015
Email from OVW re Natural Resource Bulletin

05/05/2015
Email from VoG re Change of Date Community Liaison Committee

03/05/2015
Email discussion re road names 

02/05/2015
Email discussion re progress on footpath

01/05/2015
Email from OVW re Access to Information on Community And Town Councils

01/05/2015 
Email from OVW re Positive Planning: Planning (Wales) Bill

30/04/2015
Email from OVW re war memorial grant

28/04/2015
Email from OVW re training on asset transfers

28/04/2015
Email from OVW training in our area

27/04/2015
Email from the VOG Monitoring officer re publication of information electronically 

23/04/2015
Email from OVW re final response to Welsh Government White paper

23/04/2015
letter from Public Services Ombudsman for Wales concerning the revised guidance on the Members’ Code of Conduct together

23/04/2015
Email from OVW re Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013 (Commencement No. 2) Order 2015

21/04/2015
Email from OVW re Code of Practice on Workforce Matters

14/04/2015
Email with presentations from March Community Liaison Committee

13/04/2015
Email re Vale Walkway leaflets
War Memorial Grants – these were discussed in Item 10 of the agenda

Vale of Glamorgan Best Kept Village – the details of this were discussed.  The Council agreed that it was appropriate to enter the Activities & Feature categories, with the war memorial being the feature.  Cllrs Maclehose & Horton agreed to complete the application for the activities category and Cllr Bates would complete it for the feature category.
ACTION – Clerk to pass on details to the Cllrs and named Cllrs above to complete the application by May 29th 2015.

Finance Report-
Total Funds as of 05/05/2015 £3,932 (cashbook).

Two bank account signatories signed the letter requesting to change the name and address for statements and also to request a form to set up internet banking for the account.  The internet banking allows for convenient checking of balances and will not be set up to allow for online payments. 

Cllr Maclehose agreed to be an additional signatory on the account, and the Clerk would provide the forms at the next meeting. 
All Payments for authorisation were agreed :-

· Zurich Insurance -£243 
12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
· The Chairman advised that he had had a number of complaints about the height of the ash trees on Little Hill, as they were attracting a large number of crows that are a real nuisance. 
· ACTION – Chairman to pass on details to Clerk who would then contact Tree Preservation Officer

· Cllr Lewis had been advised by the Clerk (via One Voice Wales), that attendance at meetings had to be in person and could not be via skype etc., which was a real problem when he was abroad with work. 

· ACTION – Clerk to contact OVW for the actual legislation

· Cllr Lewis also wanted to report that Mr & Mrs Gibb had spent a lot of time clearing Little Hill and additional work is also needed on the bridge.  He wants the Council to consider what work needs to be done around the village and who can do. 

· ACTION – Clerk to agenda for the next meeting. 

· As it was Cllr Horton’s last meeting the Chair and all the remaining Council wished to thank Cllr Horton for all her hard work and enthusiasm during her term as a Councillor. 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Monday 8th June 2015 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  This was one day earlier than normal. 
The meeting was closed at 9.15pm.
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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